Newport Approved by FEMA to Participate in the National Flood Insurance
Program Community Rating System. Insurance Rate Discounts Will Result
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For Immediate Release: For further information contact Christine O’Grady, City Planner, at
cogrady@CityofNewport.com or 401‐845‐ 5472.
NEWPORT, RI ‐‐‐ In 2016 the City of Newport made a formal request for participation in the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS). The CRS is a voluntary program that
was implemented in 1990 that recognizes and encourages community floodplain management activities
that exceed the minimum NFIP standards. Under the CRS, flood insurance premium rates are
discounted to reward community actions that meet the three goals of the CRS, which are: (1) reduce
flood damage to insurable property; (2) strengthen and support the insurance aspects of the NFIP; and
(3) encourage a comprehensive approach to floodplain management. There are 22,000 communities
nationwide that participate in the NFIP. Of those 22,000 communities only 1,391 have done the work
and been awarded the necessary credits to participate in the CRS.
A CRS community accrues points to be awarded a CRS Class rating. The higher the rating the
increasingly higher the discounts are to the flood insurance premiums paid by homeowners in the
community. Points are awarded for engaging in any of the 19 creditable activities, organized under four
categories: public information, mapping and regulations, flood damage reduction, warning and
response.
“This past December we hosted a verification visit by FEMA,” said Christine O’Grady, AICP, City Planner,
City of Newport. “The process was rigorous and comprehensive and involved departments throughout
the city. I am pleased to say that we have recently received a communication that our preliminary
points have qualified us to pass the necessary criteria and to become a CRS city. We are awaiting our
formal review points and Class ratings, which will inform the discount the Newport residents will be
entitled to on their flood insurance premiums. We are excited to join the ranks of other CRS cities
nationwide.”
CRS certification is valid for 5 years but each year the community must verify that it’s continuing to
perform the activities that are being credited and get annual recertification. In addition, a community
can continue to improve its Class rating by undertaking new mitigation and floodplain management
activities that earn even more points.
To learn more about the CRS certification, FEMA and flood protection go to the City of Newport’s Flood
Protection website at www.engagenewport.com/floodprotection or contact Christine O’Grady at
cogrady@CityofNewport.com or 401‐845‐ 5472.
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